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DIGITAL 
FIRST 
DESIGN
This document 
has been designed 
for online reading 
– it has embedded 
links to additional 
resources and will 
be updated online to 
reflect additions or 
amended sources of 
information.  
 
Whilst a printed 
version may be 
useful – it will not 
connect to online 
content supporting 
other organisations.

Section One gives some 
useful pointers on how to 
raise the profile of your 
local park, celebrate what 
it has to offer and get more 
people involved. 
 
 
Section Two is concerned 
with how your local park 
is being managed for the 
long-term and how local 
decisions are being taken.
 
 

Section Three covers parks 
or green spaces under 
threat from development, 
it is important to act  
quickly and engage the 
wider community.

We’ve also included a template letter for you to use 
to raise your objection to a planning proposal.

HOW 
TO USE  
THIS 
GUIDE
This guide aims to help you to 
champion and support your 
local park or green space and 
includes an easy-to-use guide 
to the planning system should 
you encounter a threat of 
development on your local park 
or green space.

The guide is set out into three sections :
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Access Happiness

Social 
Cohesion

Health & 
Wellbeing

ABOUT US
Fields in Trust champions and supports our parks and 
green spaces by protecting them for people to enjoy in 
perpetuity. Because once lost, they are lost forever.

Parks and green spaces in the UK are under threat and it 
is up to all of us to stem this cycle of disappearance and 
decline. We believe that everyone, irrespective of who 
they are and where they live should have the right to enjoy 
and benefit from local parks and green spaces.

Parks and green spaces are proven to help people stay 
physically and mentally well; places where we can all 
move, breathe, run and play. They are an important 
tool to drive social cohesion, combat loneliness and build 
community spirit. Fields in Trust is an independent charity 
with over 90 years’ experience protecting parks and green 
spaces. We work with landowners, community groups 
and policymakers to champion the value of our parks and 
green spaces to achieve better protection for their future 
at both local and national level.

CHAMPION
The value of parks and green spaces 

 
PROTECT 

Parks and green spaces in perpetuity 

 
SUPPORT 

Parks and green spaces,  
community groups and users 
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1 

SECTION ONE

#LOVE 
YOUR 
LOCAL 
PARK 

We want to encourage everyone to get more 
involved and use their local parks and green 
spaces regularly - it’s the best way to show 
how much they are valued and the best way for 
all of us to stay physically and mentally well. 
Parks are places where we can all move, breathe, 
run, play, meet friends and connect with nature. 
Showing that you value them and use them 
frequently is an important element of their  
long-term protection and sustainability.

Learn more about the 
importance of parks 
and green spaces as well 
as how you can locate 
advice and tips

EDUCATE

Find out how you can get 
involved in championing 
your local park out in 
the field and in planning 
discussions.

ENGAGE

Discover information 
about park provision 
as well as which green 
spaces near you are 
protected in perpetuity

EXPLORE
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Use our online Field 
Finder to check 
whether your green 
space is already 
protected with Fields 
in Trust. Our protection is the 
most secure method of protecting 
green space in perpetuity and 
sits separately 
from the planning 
system. If your 
park is not legally 
protected then urge 
the landowner to 
protect it with Fields 
in Trust before there 
is a threat to it. 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE

FIELD FINDER

Explore our Green Space Index 
(GSI) including interactive online 
maps to see what the local park 
and green space provision is like in 
your area. The Index shows you the 
quantity of green space per person 
and gives a GSI score based on our 
Guidance for Outdoor Sport and 
Play (2015) minimum benchmarks. 
It also shows you how many people 
live more than a 10 minute walk 
from a local park to make the case 
for how important it is for everyone 
to have equal access to them and 
reap the benefits.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE

GREEN 
SPACE  
INDEX

EXPLORE

http://www.fieldsintrust.org/how-to-protect
http://www.fieldsintrust.org/green-space-index


SIGN UP HERE

Stay up to date with the latest 
news by signing-up to receive 
our monthly e-bulletin at 
www.fieldsintrust.org and 
connect with us on social 
media @FieldsInTrust.

CONNECT WITH US
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Access our online 
Knowledge Base which 
provides a self-service  
online library of 
information to support the management and 
maintenance of local parks and green spaces. 

KNOWLEDGE BASE

CLICK HERE FOR MORE

REVALUING PARKS 
AND GREEN SPACES
Our Revaluing Parks and Green Spaces 
research findings demonstrate that parks and 
green spaces across the UK provide people 
with over £34 billion of health and wellbeing 
benefits each year as well as saving the NHS 
around £111 million annually based solely on a 
reduction in GP visits.

DOWNLOAD REPORT

EDUCATE

http://www.fieldsintrust.org/have-a-field-day
https://www.instagram.com/fieldsintrust/
https://twitter.com/fieldsintrust
https://www.facebook.com/FieldsInTrust
http://www.fieldsintrust.org/knowledge-base
http://www.fieldsintrust.org/knowledge-base
http://www.fieldsintrust.org/revaluing


ENGAGE
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Celebrate your space with a Have a 
Field Day picnic. Bring your community 
together by planning a picnic for the 
first Saturday in July and join a national 
movement each year championing all the 
different reasons we love our local parks.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE

UK’S  
BEST PARK
Is your local green space 
special to your community? 
Get involved with the annual UK’s 
Best Park award and help it gain 
the recognition it deserves. Look 
out for nominations opening early 
each summer and make sure your 
favourite park is in the running!

CLICK HERE FOR MORE

FIELDS IN TRUST WATCH THIS SPACE - SECTION ONE

HAVE A  
FIELD DAY!

http://www.fieldsintrust.org/best-park
http://www.fieldsintrust.org/have-a-field-day
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Get involved with 
your Friends of 
group if there is 
one, and if there 
isn’t think about establishing one. 
There is some good advice on the 
National Federation of Parks and 
Green Spaces website.

FRIENDS 
OF GROUPS 

Contribute to our work and help us 
to protect, support and champion 
green spaces for good 
by donating online or 
becoming a member.

CLICK HERE

DONATE ONLINE

TEN TOP TIPS

http://www.fieldsintrust.org/donate
http://www.fieldsintrust.org/News/top-ten-tips-for-establishing-a-group


Local Plan 
Local Development Plan
› Local Evidence base
› Core strategies
› Site specific allocations
› Proposals map
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Get involved in the preparation 
and review of your Neighbourhood 
Plan and your Council’s Local Plan. 
Check if any proposals affect local 
recreational spaces and approach your 
town or parish council to discuss any 
concerns.

The Campaign to Protect Rural 
England have produced an in-depth 
guide to Local Plans. 
 

Locality offer more advice on 
Neighbourhood Planning.  
 

A working knowledge of the planning 
system could be helpful.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE

PARTICIPATE 
IN PLANNING

GO TO APPENDIX ONE

Full explanations of key local planning 
documents can be found in appendix Two

KEY DOCUMENTS IN  
LOCAL PLANNING
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LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

LOCAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
SCHEME  
(LDS)
The timetable  
for the 
 production  
of these  
documents

Neighbourhood  
PlansSupplementary 

Planning  
Documents

› Joint spatial strategies
› Area action plans
› Town centre plans

GO TO APPENDIX TWO

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING

https://www.planninghelp.cpre.org.uk/planning-explained/local-planning 
https://locality.org.uk/services-tools/neighbourhood-planning/
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Trying to make a  
big difference by  
improving their  
local green space
 
FRIENDS OF SANDRINGHAM PARK,  
WETHERBY, WEST YORKSHIRE

Local resident Kazia Knight was instrumental 
in establishing the group in 2010 and continues 
to be the driving force behind the Friends of 
Sandringham Park as Chair.  

The group formed as a response to try and 
reverse the decline and neglect of their local park. 
As Kazia recalls, "at each councillors meeting 
there were up to 40 people concerned about 
anti-social behaviour. So, instead of 40 different 
voices that were all being ignored, we decided to 
come together as a group, with one voice, and we 
formed the Friends of Sandringham Park".

At first the Friends group were focussed on 
stopping anti-social behaviour so they set about 
clearing dumped rubbish and tidying-up the 
park. Kazia thought: "if people take a pride  

CASE STUDY

in where they live, they are less likely to throw rubbish away in 
the park, so we spent a whole day - about 100 bin-bags, a full 
skip - and the park was transformed".

The Friends of Sandringham Park, under Kazia's leadership, 
were instrumental in securing Fields in Trust protection for 
the park; it is now secured in perpetuity as a Queen Elizabeth 
II Field. In 2017 Kazia Knight was recognised as a Fields in Trust 
Community Champion.

WETHERBY

FIELDS IN TRUST WATCH THIS SPACE - SECTION ONE
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SECTION TWO

WATCH 
OVER 
YOUR 
GREEN 
SPACE

23

2

Are you concerned about how your 
local park or green space is being 
managed for the long-term?

This section covers how you can look 
out for developments that might 
affect your park and what steps you 
could take to protect it. 
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CHECK THE LDS
If you are concerned about 
green spaces in your 
area, a good place to start 
when checking their status 
is the planning authority’s Local 
Development Scheme (LDS). This is a 
timetable that provides a starting point 
for communities to see at what stage 
you can get involved in the planning 
process, and what planning documents 
have been adopted, or are propsed to be 
adopted by the Planning Authority. This 
can be found on the local authority’s 
website. Check the status of your 
area’s Local Plan here, and remember 
that Local Plans and allocated areas 
for development can be amended or 
updated so try and keep track of this. 
See Appendix One for a guide to the 
planning system.

Don’t ignore rumours of planned proposals 
or developments. They can often be true. Look out for 
any official notices displayed at the green space, at the 
council’s offices, on it's website or in the local newspaper. It 
is important to respond to the notice in writing by the stated 
deadline. If you are worried, contact the owners and your 
local authority planning department immediately and ask 
for specific information about any plans for sale or change 
of use. It is a legal requirement for councils to  publish a list, 
but you may have to search for it.  If the information is not 
forthcoming from the landowner you could exercise your 
Freedom of Information rights.

TAKE NOTICE!

CLICK HERE FOR MORE

Consider nominating your green space as an 
‘Asset of Community Value’ (ACV) to help 
prevent it being sold privately. ACVs can be 
listed if they further the social wellbeing of 
local communities now and in the future, so for example if 
they have a sporting, cultural or recreational use. You will 
need to form a community group of at least 21 members to 
nominate an ACV, or lobby your town or parish council to do 
so. More detailed information on how to do this can be found 
on the Locality : MyCommunity website.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE

ASSET OF COMMUNITY 
VALUE NOMINATION

GO TO APPENDIX ONE

https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/
https://mycommunity.org.uk/
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KEEP WATCH
Please note that, separate to the 
planning process, local authorities 
may dispose of open space or 
appropriate it for other purposes. 
These legal processes are set out in 
Sections 122 and 123 of the Local Government 
Act 1972 and require local authorities to advertise 
their intention to do so for two consecutive weeks 
in a newspaper circulating in the local area and 
consider any objections. It is therefore important 
to keep watch of notices in your local paper and 
submit objections if necessary.

BUILD A  
ROBUST CASE
Use relevant 
evidence to help 
make a strong case 
for the ways in 
which your local 
parks and green 
spaces are important. Research 
national strategies and policies 
that reference the importance 
of parks and green spaces, 
particularly around public health, 
the environment and connecting 
communities in order to make a 
robust case and possibly ward off 
any early discussions about the 
future of your local parks.

KEEP UP TO DATE
Fields in Trust works with policymakers 
at a national level as a member of the 
Government’s Parks Action Group and 
we regularly publish policy responses, comment 
articles and blogs on issues surrounding parks and 
green spaces on our website. You can get updates 
on policy developments and information on our 
latest programmes and campaigns by subscribing 
to our monthly e-bulletin.

SIGN UP HERE

http://www.fieldsintrust.org/have-a-field-day
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Securing a village 
playing field for  
future generations
STRADISHALL, SUFFOLK

Stradishall is a small village set in the 
beautiful west Suffolk countryside and 
home to around 500 people. 

It is well served with a village shop, a pub, a cafe, 
a garage and a nursery school but split into two 
parts divided by a major road. Within the village 
there is also a playing field and playground which 
is increasingly becoming a focus for successful 
community events and activities. 

A dozen or so years ago, the future for the village 
looked somewhat different; the Parish Council 
faced several challenges. The church needed 
major repairs and an old dilapidated village hall 
which had seen better days had to be demolished, 
reducing opportunities for local people to come 
together and make connections. At the same 
time, the company that owned the village playing 
field announced that they wanted to dispose 
of it and property developers had expressed an 

CASE STUDY

interest in building on the land. The special nature of Stradishall 
village appeared set to change. Threatened with the loss of 
their green space the village rallied together; a huge community 
fundraising campaign, led by the Parish Council, resulted in 
enough money being raised to purchase the playing field land 
through a mix of individual donations and crowdfunding. 

The Parish Council entered into a Deed of Dedication with 
Fields in Trust to legally protect the playing field as a public 
open space in perpetuity. As well as successfully safeguarding 
the future of their local green space, the campaign brought 
the community together and fostered a sense of local pride. 
Joanne Kirk, Parish Clerk says: "The fact that local residents 
were willing to make a financial contribution to our playing field 
shows just how much they value this green space, and how 
important it was to village life. 

STRADISHALL
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TOP TIPS
Using evidence to build your case
Having a robust evidence base contained within local 
policy documents can be a useful tool for the future should 
circumstances change. For example, our Revaluing Parks and 
Green Spaces research estimated the wellbeing value of frequent 
use of parks and green spaces at £34.2bn per year to the entire UK 
population. It also found that these spaces save the NHS around 
£111m per year based solely on a reduction in GP visits. 

 
 
 
 
For example, our study on the 
economic and wellbeing value 
of local parks was cited in a 
neighbourhood development plan 
a draft cultural strategy and public 
open space supplementary planning 
document. If you Local Planning Authority is consulting on the 
Local Plan then suggest it references our Guidance for Outdoor 
Sport and Play, (2015) and ask for 
legal protection of public parks 
and green spaces to be included.

VIEW RESEARCH REPORTS

READ THE STUDY

Parks and green spaces are the most universal of our public 
services, used by everyone from cradle to grave but many people 
aren’t aware, that providing these publicly accessible green 
spaces is not a statutory requirement, meaning they can often be 
the first to feel the pinch in times of budget cuts. The LGA warn of 
the growing risk to vital local services such as parks and of the “£8 
billion funding black hole by 2025". A report from APSE in March 
2018 states that, of the parks professionals who responded, 95% 
either ‘agree’ or ‘agree strongly’ that the “lack of investment in parks 
and green spaces will have health and social impacts”. 
 
 
One east London community campaign used the evidence of 
health benefits gained from having access to green space within a 
ten minute walk by arranging a community walk to highlight how far 
residents would need to walk to their nearest green space if plans go 
ahead to build houses on a local park.

At Lordship Rec in north London the Friends group are working 
closely with Haringey Council to successfully embed strong 
community empowerment practices, secure substantial investment 
and physical improvements for 
the park through their Parks 
Community UK project.

GREEN SPACE INDEX

PROJECT CASE STUDY

Try and influence local 
policy making as a way 
to help prevent future 
threats to green spaces.

FIELDS IN TRUST WATCH THIS SPACE - SECTION TWO

https://www.alcester-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/DRAFT_ANP_doc_LOW_RES.pdf
http://likerotherham.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/draft-cultural-strategy-Sept-2018-consultation.pdf
https://estates4.warwickdc.gov.uk/cmis/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=kc5ecocssnNOdjgSnt1QddcsbKzl4i%2Fv1UB7WoX0Ltet%2B8IX3%2FxCKg%3D%3D&rUzwRPf%2BZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3D%3D=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2FLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3D%3D&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3D%3D=hFflUdN3100%3D&kCx1AnS9%2FpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3D%3D=hFflUdN3100%3D&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2BAJvYtyA%3D%3D=ctNJFf55vVA%3D&FgPlIEJYlotS%2BYGoBi5olA%3D%3D=NHdURQburHA%3D&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3D&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3D&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3D
https://estates4.warwickdc.gov.uk/cmis/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=kc5ecocssnNOdjgSnt1QddcsbKzl4i%2Fv1UB7WoX0Ltet%2B8IX3%2FxCKg%3D%3D&rUzwRPf%2BZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3D%3D=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2FLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3D%3D&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3D%3D=hFflUdN3100%3D&kCx1AnS9%2FpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3D%3D=hFflUdN3100%3D&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2BAJvYtyA%3D%3D=ctNJFf55vVA%3D&FgPlIEJYlotS%2BYGoBi5olA%3D%3D=NHdURQburHA%3D&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3D&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3D&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3D
https://estates4.warwickdc.gov.uk/cmis/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=kc5ecocssnNOdjgSnt1QddcsbKzl4i%2Fv1UB7WoX0Ltet%2B8IX3%2FxCKg%3D%3D&rUzwRPf%2BZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3D%3D=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2FLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3D%3D&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3D%3D=hFflUdN3100%3D&kCx1AnS9%2FpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3D%3D=hFflUdN3100%3D&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2BAJvYtyA%3D%3D=ctNJFf55vVA%3D&FgPlIEJYlotS%2BYGoBi5olA%3D%3D=NHdURQburHA%3D&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3D&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3D&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3D
http://www.fieldsintrust.org/research
http://www.fieldsintrust.org/research
http://www.fieldsintrust.org/green-space-index
https://www.nesta.org.uk/blog/parks-community-uk-introduction-project/
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SECTION THREE

ORGANISING  
A CAMPAIGN  
TO HELP 
SAVE YOUR 
PARK

3

As soon as you discover a park or green space 
in your neighbourhood is under threat from 
development, it is important to move quickly, find 
out the details and get other people involved.
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LAND REGISTRY
You can obtain title documents for the green space from the Land 
Registry website. Viewing the Register of Title can help to confirm 
whether there are any covenants or restrictions on the land. If you 
find that a Fields in Trust restriction is registered on the land (this 
may be shown as the National Playing Fields Association) then make 
the landowner aware and let us know. If the land is unregistered, and 
owned by a local council, you can also consider making a Freedom 
of Information Request to the 
council to discover any covenants 
that may be on the land.

As soon as the letter from the local authority dropped 
through the letter box notifying us of an application for 

development, a small group of residents put a note through all 
of our neighbours doors asking them to get involved in fighting 
the threat, and giving our contact details. We held the first 
meeting of the group in one of our houses the next evening. As 
well as employing a professional planner to support our case this 
prompt action was crucial in organising a coordinated 
campaign against the proposal.

Local Resident
TALKING ABOUT A THREAT TO HIS LOCAL GREEN SPACE

OBTAIN THE DETAILS 
You can find out details of the proposals from the local  
authority’s planning application web page. It’s important to note the 
key dates for the application, such as when objections can be submitted, 
and when decisions are due to be made. Once you know the details of 
the threat it’s time to get as many people on your side as possible. The 
more people you can involve, the more chance you have of success. 
You can do this by writing letters to neighbours, leafleting of the local 
area and using social media. It’s advisable to try and form an organised 
campaign group and communicate regularly to allow you to coordinate 
activities going forward.
 
 
INVOLVE STAKEHOLDERS
Involve as many local stakeholders as possible by talking or writing 
to local residents, sports clubs, play associations, school governors, 
local councillors, council officials, environmental and conservation 
groups and local businesses. Build support from all the groups who 
regularly use or benefit from the green space. 

 
DEADLINES!
Remember the deadline for submission of your objection.  
This can be found on the local authority planning website, 
by searching under the planning application number.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE

A / Get organised

https://www.gov.uk/search-property-information-land-registry


FIELDS IN TRUST WATCH THIS SPACE - SECTION THREEFIELDS IN TRUST WATCH THIS SPACE - SECTION THREE36 37

OBJECTIONS 
It is important to ensure at an early stage that everyone  
knows the relevant material planning considerations related to the 
application and that they lodge individual objections based on these. 

PLANNING POLICIES
Get familiar with the planning policies that apply to your area, 
especially the policies concerning the protection of recreational 
space and play facilities. Most Local Plan evidence bases will include 
an Open Spaces Assessment giving provision guidelines, which can be 
found on local authority websites. A well-prepared planning application 
should accord with most local planning policies, but you may still find 
some planning policy that will support your opposition to the application 
too. See Appendix Two for a guide to how the planning system works.

GO TO APPENDIX TWO

Material Planning Considerations
When making your case you will stand a greater chance of success 
if you show how your arguments represent material planning 
considerations. These are set by each planning authority and you 
should go to your local authority Local Plan web page to check these, 
and familiarise yourself with all local planning policy. The Planning 
Portal also lists the most common material considerations, as below:

You should tackle local planning considerations, such as the policy 
within the Local Development Plan, initially because they could 
carry most weight at the local level, but it could also be helpful to your 
argument to make points supported by national policies across other 
government departments such as Health, Education, Environment, 
Crime and Transport. National planning policy is set out in the National 
Planning policy Framework (link to NPPF) and is an important material 
consideration in the determination of planning applications. Again 
though, proposals or policy within the Local Development Plan 
will also likely be the most relevant consideration when it comes 
to a planning application 
concerning recreational space.

› Proposals in the 
 Development Plan
› Government policy
› Overlooking/loss of privacy
› Loss of light or overshadowing
› Parking
› Highway safety
› Traffic
› Noise

› Effect on listed building  
 and conservation area
› Layout and density of building
› Design, appearance  
 and materials
› Disabled persons' access
› Previous planning decisions 
 (including appeal decisions)
› Nature conservation

MATERIAL CONSIDERATIONS

https://www.planningportal.co.uk/faqs/faq/4/what_are_material_considerations
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TOP TIPS
Crowdfunding to support your campaign
Crowdfunding is an increasingly popular way for community 
groups to raise funds for their work and help make project ideas 
a reality.  
 
This is the practice of generating income for a project or venture 
by raising money from a large number of people (the crowd) who 
each contribute a relatively small amount, typically via the internet. 
For any groups looking to use crowdfunding to raise funds for their 
projects here are five top tips that can help increase the chance of 
crowdfunding success: 

TIP #1: CHOOSE AN ACHIEVABLE TARGET - cost your project 
and be realistic about how much money you can raise through 
crowdfunding. It is easy to set your target too high and then lose 
enthusiasm when it seems out of reach. You can always extend 
your crowdfunding target to achieve more!

TIP #2: KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE - it is important that, as you 
are asking people to donate to your project, you know who they 
are and what will enthuse them to donate. So, before getting 
in to your crowdfunding campaign answer these three simple 
questions... Who will we market this campaign to? What does our 
average donor look like? How do we get our message to them?

TIP #3: PLAN YOUR PROMOTION - once you know who you are 
getting your message out to it is vital to plan how to do this. Don't 
leave it until the day your crowdfund goes live. Plan in advance to make 
the most of all opportunities. Planning your promotion will help keep 
momentum going during your crowdfund campaign.
 

TIP #4: FOLLOW UP, UPDATE, THANK, REPEAT - it's good to say 
thank you. If you thank people who have donated to your project 
they are more likely to share to others and become repeat donors. 
It is not just about thanking donors though, keep your crowd updated 
on how your crowdfund is progressing so that they can see that their 
donation is making a difference. 

TIP #5: CELEBRATE SUCCESS - it is important for you and your 
donors that you celebrate success! This could be announcing a big 
donation, celebrating hitting a funding target or marking a milestone 
of a significant number of donors. Everyone likes to hear good news 
and celebrating how far you have come will help you keep momentum 
during your crowdfunding campaign.

 
Once your crowdfunding campaign is finished this is just the 
beginning. Keep people informed about the project they donated to 
so that donors can see it become a reality and keeping them engaged 
with the work you are doing. With thanks to MyParkScotland

https://www.mypark.scot/
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They have campaigned to retain 
playing fields in Oundle and 
supported the Town Council in 
their applications for Community 
Asset listing of Fletton Field. 
Local campaigners undertook a 
green space comparison to gather 
evidence which showed that 
Oundle has a lack of accessible 
green space when compared with 
other local towns; up to ten times 
less in one instance. Losing this 
field will further reduce Oundle’s 

accessible amenity green space by 
40%. The location of Fletton Field 
makes it particularly important. It is 
in close proximity to local sheltered 
housing, care homes and other 
community facilities including 
a community centre, Doctors 
surgery and the Library. They are 
running a community crowdfunding 
campaign to bid to purchase and 
secure the future of Fletton Field.

OUNDLE

FIND OUT MORE

Save Fletton Field
OUNCLE, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Save Fletton Field The Oundle 
Recreation and Greenspaces Group, 
(ORGSG) is a community group in 
Northamptonshire set up in 2016 
to protect the town’s accessible 
greenspaces. 

CASE STUDY

https://www.saveflettonfield.org.uk/


C / Plan your objection
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OBJECT IN WRITING
You should fight the planning application by objecting to the 
proposals in writing, at both the outline and detailed planning 
stages, based on material considerations as outlined above.  
Circulate the list of material considerations amongst your campaign 
group and local stakeholders, asking as many individuals as possible to 
also object formally on the same terms.

LOCAL PLAN EVIDENCE 
Check the local authority’s Local Plan web page or ask  
your council about its policies and strategies which affect local 
recreation space. Look particularly for council policies on the following 
which should be found in the Local Plan Evidence Base:

› Open Space Assessment

› Sport

› Recreational land

› Play space

› Green belt or other  
 forms of safeguarded 
 green networks

› Metropolitan Open Land 
 (in Greater London)

› Public health strategies

› Playing pitch 
 assessments or 
 strategies

› Green Infrastructure 
 plans

Establish whether the proposals would contravene the policies contained 
in the Local Plan Evidence Base and if they do then make sure this is 
highlighted in your objection as a material consideration

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
Consider seeking advice from a professional planner, or 
planning solicitor, to assess the application. They should 
be able to provide a thorough list of the objective grounds for 
opposing the development and compile any instances where 
the application contravenes local or national policy.

PLANNING AID
Contact the Royal Town Planning Institute (www.rtpi.org.uk) 
for details about Planning Aid. This is a free, voluntary service 
offering independent professional advice and help on town 
planning matters. It is aimed at individuals, community groups 
and other voluntary groups who cannot afford to pay for 
private consultants.

ROYAL TOWN PLANNING

B / Seek expert advice

https://www.rtpi.org.uk/
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/
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IS THERE A PATTERN?
Check previous planning applications to establish whether there 
is a pattern or trend to local developments. This can also establish 
whether particular concerns on previous planning projects has led to 
planning refusal in the past.
   
 
QUANTITY AND 
ACCESSIBILITY
Check any local quantity and accessibility standards contained 
in the Local Plan Evidence Base. These usually give the amount of 
each type of recreational space that should be provided per 1,000 
people, along with a distance in metres from which residents should 
have access to them. It may be clear from looking at these that your 
area does not meet these standards, or would not as a result of 
the loss of your space. It might also help to check this against our 
Guidance for Outdoor Sport and Play, (2015) and our Green Space 
Index. Where a residential development is being proposed you 
should also ask if the provision will be maintained and increased to 
accommodate the larger local population. 
 

CHECK KEY ISSUES
Check guidance and key issues to protect and enhance the 
natural environment, including local requirements, for green 
infrastructure, biodiversity and net gain. The opportunities and 
requirements for green infrastructure, which includes parks, should 
be considered at the earliest stages of development proposals as 
an integral part of development and infrastructure provision. The 
principle of environmental net gain is where developers have to 
ensure space for wildlife is provided in addition to the new homes 
they wish to build.
   
 
ESTABLISH USAGE
Assess the demand for the land, if you can establish usage your 
case will be stronger.  Make a record of the various user groups – 
both formal and informal, the different sports and activities that take 
place, the number of hours the green space is used, and the number 
of people employed and volunteering there. Look at unmet and 
potential demand, for example could the green space incorporate 
wider use for the community?
 
 
OBJECT ONLINE
It may be easiest to submit your objections online via the 
planning application web page. This will also mean that other 
objectors will immediately see your objection on the web page which 
might be useful when it comes to making objections consistent.

We know that a lot of the actions in this section can seem 
quite complicated and difficult and this is why you might 
want to consider getting professional advice as a planner 
or planning solicitor could address a lot of these points.  
If this isn’t an option, it is still possible for individuals to 
gather this information by going through the data on a 
local authority’s planning web pages.
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STATUTORY CONSULTEES
It is worth contacting statutory consultees – those groups 
that are required to comment on applications – to assess their 
position and to urge them to object. These can include: 

 › Town and Parish councils
 › Highway authorities
 › Conservation authorities, such as Natural England
 › Environment Agency
 › English Heritage
 › Any application that affects playing pitches  
  will receive comment from Sport England

OTHER ORGANISATIONS 
There are a number of other interested organisations that 
could help your campaign and you should contact them for 
advice and support. They may include:

 › Active Partnerships 
 › County Playing Fields Associations
 › Local Sports Associations  
  (County FA, County Cricket Board, County RFU etc.)
 › Locality
 › Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE)
 › Rural Community Councils
 › Council for Voluntary Services
 › County Association of Local Councils

SEEK WIDER SUPPORT
Email, tweet, write to your local newspapers, radio and television 
stations. If you do not get any response, call and ask to speak to 
the News Editor.  Publicise your views in the local community and 
on local community social media pages (Facebook, for example) 
to gain support. You may wish to call a public meeting, held locally. 
Invite representatives of the developers or applicants for planning 
permission, the Council and your MP. Invite the local press.
 
 
USE SOCIAL MEDIA
Set up a Facebook group and Twitter account and encourage as many 
people as possible to join. Use social media to spread the message 
through locally-based discussion groups and online forums – these 
are often well read and a way to communicate the message and recruit 
campaign supporters and volunteers.  
 
 
POSTER POWER
Produce a poster which can be easily photocopied and ask all local 
shops and offices to display it. Send a copy to the press, radio and 
television stations. It will help if you can produce an inexpensive leaflet 
outlining your case, for distribution to homes in the area. You should 
avoid extreme language, extravagant claims, factual inaccuracies, 
attacks and accusations in anything you say individually, or as a 
campaign group, or publish on any public forum. 

D / Use the media 



FIELDS IN TRUST WATCH THIS SPACE - SECTION THREEFIELDS IN TRUST WATCH THIS SPACE - SECTION THREE48 49

ASSESSING  
DEVELOPMENT  
PROPOSALS
 
Fields in Trust is fundamentally opposed to the loss of public 
outdoor recreational space in all but the most exceptional 
circumstances. 

It has adopted the following set of questions as a guide to 
examining development proposals:

 a)  Has alternative provision been made to replace 
  a loss of recreational space?
 
 b)  Is the alternative acceptable in terms of location,
  quantity and quality?
  
 c)  Would the proposal result in an equivalent 
  or improved recreational facility?

 d)  Would the proposal have an acceptable 
  effect on amenity?

If the answer to any of these questions is no, then Fields in Trust 
recommends that you should object and ask for the development 
proposal to be amended. 

Happiness 
Architecture  
Beauty
WINCHESTER, HAMPSHIRE
 
Positive engagement  
with housing developers

HAB Housing worked in partnership with Fields in 
Trust to protect play areas, wildflower meadows, 
allotments and a community orchard area in 
perpetuity. Ownership and management of the land 
will be transferred to the Parish Council when the 
development is complete. HAB Housing committed 
to providing an endowment fund to support the low 
maintenance facility in the long term.

WINCHESTER

READ MORE HERE

CASE STUDY

http://www.fieldsintrust.org/ArchivedNews/fields--innovative-partnership-secures-recreational-green-space-in-a-new-housing-development
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MEET WITH YOUR MP
Request a meeting with your Member of Parliament at their next 
surgery. The local library should have details about the time and place, 
or many have the details on their websites. You will need to provide all 
the relevant information on your case and emphasise the strength of 
local opposition.You could ask your MP to raise the case with the 
appropriate government departments.

“CALLING-IN”
Planning applications can be requested to be called-in. “Calling-in” 
refers to the power of the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities 
and Local Government to take the decision-making power on any 
particular application out of the hands of the local planning authority 
for their own determination. It should be noted though that very few 
applications are called-in per year and those that are normally relate to 
planning applications which raise issues of national significance.

PLAYING FIELD DISPOSALS
The Department for Education publishes a list of all school 
playing field disposals that have been granted consent since May 
2010 and updates this each month. In accordance with Section 
77 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998, prior written 
consent is required from the Secretary of State for Education to 
dispose of school playing fields. This includes land that has been 
used as a school playing field at any time during the last ten years.   
 

PLANNING OFFICERS
Meet the planning officer, be polite and courteous - a sympathetic 
officer will be a useful ally. It is well worth meeting them as they will 
be able to provide further detail and information on the application 
and any relevant local planning policies. Your group should be able to 
arrange to meet the officer at the park or green space in question, which 
would be useful to get your case across and demonstrate the material 
considerations impacted.

 
REQUEST A MEETING
Contact your local Councillor to request a meeting, or attend one of 
the regular councillor's surgeries. As a result, there may be scope to 
also meet with the Leader of the Council, or relevant members of the 
cabinet, so that you can register your opposition personally as well as 
formally through the planning consultation process. 

 
LOBBY
Lobby the planning committee members their information can usually 
be found through the ‘Your Council’ section of the Local Authority’s 
website, within the ‘Committees’ and/or ‘Panels’ section emphasising 
that decisions should be made on material considerations. 

E / Engage local and  
  national government
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F / The Planning Committee
  meeting and decision

OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK
An increasing number of local authorities allow members of the 
public to address their planning or development control committee. If 
available, you should use this opportunity to speak. 

STATUTORY CONSULTEE
Your local town or parish council may be a statutory consultee 
regarding the application and may hold their own planning meeting 
to deliberate on the application. You might also be able to attend and 
speak at such meetings. This opportunity, if available, should be taken. A 
well-articulated objection from such a consultee will have gravitas. If you 
are speaking, you must prepare what you are going to say in advance and 
aim to get all your points across while keeping it short and to the point. 
Many local authorities who do allow people to speak at Committee 
require that representations stick to no more than three minutes, so it 
is important to be succinct. Again, make sure you base your comments 
on material planning considerations. If your campaign has involved other 
organisations, make sure that they request to speak as well. 

The number of representatives permitted to speak at these 
meetings is often limited so it might be sensible to elect one 
representative from your campaign group to put forward your views.  
 
The Decision. This will come as an approval, an approval with conditions, 
a refusal, or a deferment if more information or a site visit is requested. 

The Secretary of State will consider the overall balance of 
benefit of the disposal against expected gains to pupils and 
existing community users.  There is a very strong policy 
presumption against the disposal of school playing field land.  
Fields in Trust is one of five independent organisations that sit 
on a School Playing Field Advisory Panel to provide independent, 
objective advice on applications, but the Panel has no decision 
making or executive function.

The Officer’s Report Stage
The largest planning applications will invariably be decided 
by Planning Committee and a preparatory step is for the 
case officer to prepare a report for the committee. This will 
summarise the application, the policies, and the consultation 
that has been undertaken and will then analyse the case made 
by the applicant against all of these factors before concluding 
with an overall recommendation. 

The report forms the basis for the Councillors’ debate and 
decision at the Planning Committee. This should take place 
within about 16 weeks after a ‘major’ application is submitted, 
but don’t be surprised if it takes longer – you are objecting 
to a proposal that may well impact on the environment and 
this could trigger the need for an Environmental Impact 
Assessment. In this case it will take longer for it to be placed 
before the Planning Committee.
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REFUSED
If the application for planning permission is refused:

› The applicant has the right of appeal within six
months. If the applicant does appeal, you can lodge a further 
objection. Appeals aren’t publicised as much as planning 
applications but if you lodged an objection to the application 
you should receive notification of an appeal. Your original 
objection will be sent to the inspector to be included in 
deliberations. 

 
 
APPEALS
Some appeals are decided by informal hearings, or public 
inquiries. At both such events you may have the opportunity 
to attend and speak. It may well be worth a campaign group 
considering the employment of a professional adviser to 
represent them at a public inquiry. 
 
The local planning authority will also explain the appeal  
procedure to you. If the application is refused or withdrawn, then 
this would be a good point for you to press the council again to 
protect the land with Fields in Trust. You could also consider the 
other actions listed under “Love Your Local Park” section of this 
document. 

APPROVED
If the application is approved:

› Objectors have no right of appeal; the only option is a
Judicial Review, which must be applied for within six weeks 
from the date planning permission is granted. It is a legal 
process whereby a judge reviews the lawfulness of a 
decision. The Review cannot look at the planning merits of 
the decision but is confined to a consideration of process, 
e.g. that the planning authority took into account all material 
considerations. if successful, the decision would be quashed 
and the planning authority would be required to look again at 
the application. A Judicial Review is likely a costly process and 
should be considered very carefully by any campaign group 
before taking it forward. For cases involving the loss of open 
space, it is possible that any claimants would benefit from 
costs protection, which limits their overall liability if the claim 
is unsuccessful. This is a matter for the Court and is generally 
means tested: a common cap for individual  claimants is £5000; 
and £10,000 for organisations

 
 
APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
The application may be approved with conditions:

› You should check to ensure that these are followed and 
 implemented correctly, particularly if they concern 
 replacement green space. 

G / Actions after the decision
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CASE STUDY

KINGS LYNN

River Lane Pitches
KINGS LYNN, NORFOLK

Effective campaigning through the 
planning consultation process

River Lane sports pitches form part of a large 
area of open space within the North Lynn area 
of King’s Lynn.  The entire space was originally 
proposed for a major housing development by 
the borough council within their allocations for 
the Local Plan; the River Lane pitches themselves 
earmarked for the provision of 153 houses.  

A campaign began during the council’s consultation 
process on this plan, with a large number of 
residents engaging with the consultation at all 

phases and vehemently objecting to the inclusion of the River Lane 
pitches. The council agreed to remove the River Lane pitches from the 
proposal as a result.

Due to the tenacity of the local residents’ association, the council 
legally protected the land with Fields in Trust in perpetuity as part of 
the Active Spaces programme. This has ensured that this green space 
will always be there for both formal sport, and informal recreation. 

FIND OUT MORE

http://www.fieldsintrust.org/ArchivedNews/active-spaces--king%27s-lynn%27s-river-lane-sports-pitches-protected-forever
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APPENDIX ONE
The flowchart below gives an idea of the  
process followed for many planning applications: 

Application submitted 

Application publicised  
on site and neighbouring 

residents notified 

Consultation period 
(Objections submitted within this time) 

Planning Committee 
meeting 

Planning Officer  
delegated decision

 Decision made 
(approved, approved with conditions, or refused) 

Appeal 
(decided via written representations, 
informal hearings or public enquiries) 

Application refused
Lobby the landowner to  

protect with Fields in Trust 

Pre-consultation 
(USUALLY FOR LARGER 

PROPOSALS)  
Comments should be 
submitted if this does  

take place 

Planning Officer's Report compiled 

APPENDIX TWO
 
How the Planning 
System works 
The planning system is concerned with the 
development and use of land. It dictates the whole 
built environment, including new buildings, roads and 
the provision of public open space. 
Central government is responsible for setting the legal 
framework and national planning policy; local government is 
responsible for its operation. The main planning functions of 
local government are the creation of Local Development Plans 
and Development Management. It is essential to become 
familiar with these because threats to public open space may 
arise through both processes.

This knowledge of the planning system will help to enable you 
to appropriately respond to any proposed development that 
affects a piece of green space that you care about.  
 
More explanation on the planning system, provided by the 
government can be found here:

PLANNING SYSTEM GUIDE

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/391694/Plain_English_guide_to_the_planning_system.pdf
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National Policy 
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) came into force 
in 2012 (revised in 2019) and sets out the government’s planning 
policies for England and how these are to be applied. It confirms that 
the Local Development Plan (Local Plans, Neighbourhood Plans and 
any strategic development plans) is central to the planning system and 
that any planning decisions should be taken in accordance with it. 
The National Planning Policy Framework can be found here:  

In relation to open space for recreation, Paragraph 96 of the NPPF says: 
‘Access to a network of high quality open spaces and opportunities for 
sport and physical activity is important for the health and well-being 
of communities. Planning policies should be based on robust and up-
to-date assessments of the need for open space, sport and recreation 
facilities (including quantitative or qualitative deficits or surpluses) 
and opportunities for new provision. Information gained from the 
assessments should be used to determine what open space, sport 
and recreational provision is needed, which plans should then seek 
to accommodate’. This should be done in each authority through 
the Local Plan process. If this has not been done, or the authority 
contravenes these policies and assessments afterwards, then that 
would be the basis for a material planning objection. 

Other relevant sections of the NPPF that might be useful to cite 
in your objections and in the local and neighbourhood planning 
processes include:  

CLICK HERE FOR NPPF

Chapter 8, paragraph 91 states that plan policies should aim to achieve 
healthy, inclusive and safe places. 

They should also promote social interaction including opportunities 
for people to meet that otherwise might not come into contact with 
each other. Policies should enable and support healthy lifestyles and be 
targeted to local health and wellbeing needs by means that include safe 
and accessible green infrastructure.

Other paragraphs of the revised NPPF chapter 8 advise local 
authorities to plan positively for the provision and use of shared 
spaces, including open space; 

NPPF Chapter 15 Paragraph 181 on Air Quality identifies GI as part of the 
mitigation measures to be considered at the plan making stage.

NPPF Chapter 15, Paragraphs 170 states that planning policies should 
contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment including 
valued landscape and sites of biodiversity.

NPPF Chapter 16, Paragraph 185 states that plans should set out a 
positive strategy for the conservation and enjoyment of the historic 
environment, including heritage assets most at risk through neglect, 
decay or other threats.

NPPF Chapter 12, Paragraph 127 states that planning policies should 
create places that are safe, inclusive, accessible and promote health and 
wellbeing, with a high standard of amenity for existing and future users.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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NPPF Chapter 3, Paragraph 20 makes specific reference to Strategic 
Policies stating that they should set out an overall strategy and make 
sufficient provision for conservation and enhancement of the natural, 
built and historic environment, including landscapes and green 
infrastructure;

NPPF Chapter 3, Paragraph 34 identifies Green infrastructure as one 
of the considerations for Local Planning Authorities to include as part 
of their development contributions policies. 

Local Development Plan
The following section details the documents that can make up a 
planning authority’s Local Development Plan.
  
› THE LOCAL PLAN
 
Local Development Plans are created at a local authority level, and in 
accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework. The Local 
Plan is the key document within this process. 
 
Whether the development contemplated is large or small, anyone 
involved in the planning process will want to know whether it 
accords with planning policy in the local area.  
 
As the Local Plan identifies how land is used and determines what will 
be built where, it is important to understand how it is developed and 
how you can help shape it:

› THE LOCAL PLAN PROCESS

1. Creating an evidence base. 
Local authorities determine the scope of the plan and identify 
relevant environmental, economic and social objectives. This can 
involve a separate assessment of their open space, sport and 
recreational facilities, such as Playing Pitch Strategies, Open Spaces 
Assessments and Parks and Green Spaces Strategies. As part of the 
evidence base process, authorities will carry out a Strategic Housing 
Market Assessment. This will then inform the rest of the evidence 
gathering as it will indicate the need for housing and be used to set 
development targets. 

Key to allocating development sites to meet those targets is the 
completion of a land availability assessment. The assessment 
will involve the authority issuing a broad call for any possible 
development sites to be put forward. The authority will then 
assess the suitability, achievability and impact on amenities and 
infrastructure of these sites. The final product of the assessment 
is a list of all sites considered, indicating realistic candidates for 
development and explaining why others have been discounted. 
This list should indicate how and where the five-year, and longer-
term, housing need for the area would be met. 

This list should then be offered for consultation within local 
communities. It is important to keep track of this process 
within the area to check whether any proposal affects your 
local public space.
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2. Draft plan - proposed submission document
After taking into account the assessments and consultation carried out 
in evidence gathering phase, an authority will publish its proposed Local 
Plan document (known as the ‘submission document’) for consultation. 
There is a period of at least six weeks for consultation. The local 
authority has a chance to make changes to the draft documents after 
the consultation and may decide to carry out additional consultation if 
the changes are significant. It is important to monitor this so that you 
have an opportunity to input into the consultation and argue the case for 
retention of any green spaces that you care about.

3. Submission of document and independent inspection
The final draft submission documents along with a summary of the 
main issues raised in the consultation on the pre-submission document 
will be submitted to the government. The Secretary of State appoints 
an independent inspector who will examine whether the document 
preparation and consultation procedures meet the requirements of the 
relevant legislation, as well as assessing the soundness of the final draft 
documents in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework. 
The inspector shall also carry out hearings at which local authorities, 
other bodies and the public can make representations during this 
examination. If you are campaigning for a space threatened within the 
draft Local Plan you should make representations. It is worth considering 
engaging a professional to represent a campaign at this stage.

4. Adoption of Plan
If the inspector recommends adoption, the Local Plan can be finally put 
in place. The strategic allocations for large scale development will now 
be confirmed and all such developments should take their lead from this 
document. The adoption of a Local Plan can only be overturned by a 
successful challenge in the High Court on a point of law.

› LOCAL GREEN SPACE DESIGNATION
WITHIN LOCAL PLANS

Local Plans can also be used to provide the planning designation of 
‘Local Green Space’ to a valued recreational space. This offers the 
space a similar level of protection as Green Belt or Metropolitan Open 
Land. Paragraph 100 of the NPPF states that this should only be used:

›  where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to 
 the community it serves;

›  where the green area is demonstrably special to a local
 community and holds a particular local significance, for example
 because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value
 (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; 

›  and where the green area concerned is local in
 character and is not an extensive tract of land. 

If making comments during Local Plan consultation it may well be 
worth suggesting that sites that match these criteria should be 
designated as a Local Green Space. It should be noted though that 
these designations only last for the duration covered by the Local Plan. 

› CHECKING PROGRESS ON YOUR LOCAL PLAN
 
The planning authority should keep an up-to-date timetable of 
where they are with the Local Plan process and what documents shall 
eventually be included within the Plan published on their website and 
known as the Local Development Scheme.
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It is important for communities to keep checking the status of their 
Local Plan particularly as authorities are expected to review (and if 
necessary update) their Local Development documents at least every 
five years. This can also include changing planning designations such 
as ‘Local Green Space’. The government suggests that Local Plans 
should be reviewed in whole or in part to respond flexibly to changing 
circumstances and are likely to require updating in whole or in part at 
least every five years.  

Make sure to also keep track of updates or revisions to the Local 
Plan, also keep watch for any legal processes that could affect your 
local green space.
 
› NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS

Neighbourhood Plans are created by the local community, led by 
the town or parish council, or a neighbourhood forum and lay out the 
planning priorities for their area to create a shared vision for the future 
of a neighbourhood. They then offer communities a chance to lead 
and shape planning. They also offer the opportunity for communities 
to reflect the specificities and character of their local area, perhaps 
not captured in the Local Plan, which covers a broader region. 
Neighbourhood Planning also allows communities to put forward 
suggestions for recreational spaces that should be designated ‘Local 
Green Spaces’. 

Neighbourhood Plans then are an alternative means for you to 
have a direct say in the future of the land and building within your 
neighbourhood. Once adopted, Neighbourhood Plans become part 
of the Local Development Plan and the policies contained within them 
are then used in the determination of planning applications.  

They are designated by the local authority and community authors 
must follow procedures laid out by the local authority and gather 
sufficient evidence for policy suggestions. The plan is then assessed 
by the local authority and the planning inspectorate: it must be 
consistent with any up-to-date Local Plan. The plan’s adoption must 
then be the subject of a local referendum. If adopted the plan carries 
the same weight as the Local Plan in terms of dictating planning 
decisions. In areas where no town or parish council exists, then a 
neighbourhood forum of at least 21 members can be set up by the 
community to lead on the plan. 

It is worth checking the local authority website to see whether any 
Neighbourhood Plans are in process and approach your town or 
parish council about instigating one if not.

› STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENTS

In the Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017 the Secretary of State is 
further empowered to direct two or more local planning authorities to 
prepare a joint development plan document. Local authorities can also 
choose voluntarily to create joint strategy policies and agreements 
as an extension of the ‘duty to cooperate’ requirement of the new 
framework. Although still not widely used, the first joint spatial plan 
has been developed by the local authorities in the south west of 
England to create coherent infrastructure strategies across the region 
in its entirety. 

These agreements should be done in addition to a local authority’s 
own Local Plan. This would then sit within the overall Local 
Development Plan.
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Template letter  
of objection 
Use our template to help constuct your letter of objection.

Describe the grounds of your objection under relevant headings as 
per the examples below as applicable: 
 › Local Development Plan policy   
 › National policy
 › Nature conservation
 › Traffic
 › Highway safety

Include any specific objections that you have that arise from 
your personal knowledge of the area and of the effect that this 
development would have in practical terms.   
 
Avoid, if possible, any non-material objection that might lead 
to criticism that your position is no more than that of a “NIMBY”. 
Refer to the support that your campaign has attracted, both from 
organisations and individuals. 

Ask for the opportunity to speak at the Planning Committee should 
the application end up there. 

Address of the Local Planning Authority  
Address Line 2 
Address Line 3
Address Line 4
        Your Address 
        Address Line 2 
        Address Line 3
        Address Line 4

(Reference if you have been given one)
 
Dear Planning Officer 

Planning Application Number / Property as described in the Planning Application 

I am writing in respect of the above planning application for the development of (Name 
of Property) at (Details of Property). 

I am a resident of (the council area) and represent myself/other inhabitants/
organisations. I/we wish to object to the proposed development based on the following 
material considerations. 
Describe the grounds of your objection under relevant headings as per the examples 
below as applicable. 
 › Local Development Plan policy:   
 › National policy:
 ›  Nature conservation:
 › Traffic:
 › Highway safety:

Include any specific objections that you have that arise from your personal knowledge 
of the area and of the effect that this development would have in practical terms. Avoid, 
if possible, any non-material objection that might lead to criticism that your position is 
no more than that of a “NIMBY”. 

Refer to the support that your campaign has attracted, both from organisations and 
individuals. 
Ask for the opportunity to speak at the Planning Committee should the application end 
up there. 

I look forward to hearing from you in response to this letter, 
Yours sincerely 
(Your Name) 

cc. If sending copies to anyone, say so here.

DOWNLOAD THE TEMPLATE

APPENDIX THREE

http://www.fieldsintrust.org/Upload/file/support/Template-letter-of-objection.docx
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COMMENTARY: 
REVALUING PARKS AND GREEN SPACES
 
Parks and green spaces are arguably the most universal of our 
public services, they are used by the entire community, from  
pre-school children through to retired adults. 

Whilst we might think of parks as pleasant places to stroll in the 
sun or play on the swings with children or grandchildren, our 
research, Revaluing Parks and Green Spaces, shows they deliver 
over £34 billion of health and wellbeing benefits to UK residents 
each year. This means people who use parks regularly enjoy a 
greater life satisfaction including improved physical and mental 
health. The research was compiled using HM Treasury approved 
Green Book methodology and demonstrates that as well as direct 
benefits to individuals, access to local parks and green spaces 
provide considerable secondary benefits to society more widely, 
for example we measured a cost saving of £111 million a year to 
the NHS from reduced GP visits by frequent park users (that’s 
equivalent to 3,500 nurses), and doesn’t include additional savings 
from fewer prescriptions and referrals. 

Yet parks are a discretionary service which councils have no 
statutory duty to provide. Our view is that the longer-term 
future of parks has to be aligned in policy and practice to cross-
departmental priorities such as preventative health, a better 
environment, a more active nation, more cohesive communities 
and to help combat loneliness.

Whilst recognising that there is pressure on land, in particular 
an urgent need to build new homes, it is vital that communities, 
particularly children, should enjoy healthy, active outdoor 
recreation within walking distance of home. Our Green Space 
Index (2019) shows that over 2.6 million people are more than a 
ten minute walk from a local park so it is vital that we care for and 
protect our local parks and green spaces now and ensure they are 
available for future generations to enjoy.

The Local Government Information Unit report (2018) 
stated “More than half of councils to reduce parks and leisure 
activities in the current and future year’s budgets”.  We know 
that councils have tough finance decisions to make in the face of 
reduced budgets and this could lead to an even greater temptation 
to sell off green space assets; not only to generate immediate 
income, but also to remove a longer-term maintenance liability. 
But we believe cutting parks budgets is a false economy. Our 
research demonstrates that access to parks and green space 
makes a net contribution to the Exchequer by improving public 
health and wellbeing; reducing GP visits and NHS spending.

This shows what we all intuitively know; green spaces are good, 
they do good and they need to be protected for good. It is up 
to all of us to stem the cycle of disappearance and decline of our 
parks and green spaces. Don’t forget the best way to show how 
much you value these cherished spaces and help protect them is 
to use them, so get involved!
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DONATE HERE

BECOME A MEMBER

SIGN UP HERE

DISCLAIMER 

We (Fields in Trust) hope that this document proves helpful to you.  
It is intended to cater for all needs, whether you don’t know where 
to start or require some more specialist information.

While we have endeavoured to ensure that the information in this 
document is correct, it has been written as a general guide to the 
planning system as it relates to green spaces. It is not intended to 
provide specific commercial, legal or financial advice, or to cover every 
eventuality and is not a substitute for independent specialist advice.

Fields in Trust, 36 Woodstock Grove, London, W12 8LE
Reg Charity No. 306070   |   Reg Company No. RC000370 | OSCR SCO40357 
National Playing Fields Association operating as Fields in Trust

STAY IN TOUCH
Sign-up for our regular email updates on our website  
or connect on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn. 

 

BECOME A MEMBER
Join Fields in Trust as a valued member and help protect the 
parks and green spaces you love forever. Members have always 
been at the heart of our organisation and get to vote at our 
AGM, receive exclusive updates on our projects, information 
about park funding opportunities, as well as discounts with 
many well-known outdoor brands. 

DONATE TO SUPPORT OUR WORK
If you have used this document to support your 
local park or to rally a campaign against the loss of a 
green space, please consider making a donation to 
support the ongoing work of Fields in Trust  to protect,  
support and champion the parks and green spaces you love. 

http://www.fieldsintrust.org/donate
http://www.fieldsintrust.org/membership
http://www.fieldsintrust.org/have-a-field-day
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www.fieldsintrust.org

http://www.fieldsintrust.org
http://www.fieldsintrust.org
http://www.fieldsintrust.org
https://www.facebook.com/FieldsInTrust
https://twitter.com/fieldsintrust
https://www.instagram.com/fieldsintrust/

